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lndustryNews 
SOCMA forms new group 
A new industry organization, the Halogenated Solvent In- 
dustry Alliance, has recently been formed by the Synthetic 
Organic Chemical Manufacturers Association (SOCMA). 

The new group will represent producers, users, distrib- 
utors and equipment manufacturers in its efforts to provide 
programs to facilitate collaboration with the government in 
determining the safety of solvents and in complying with 
government regulations. The alliance also will serve as a 
sponsoring body for working groups (the first of which will 
be known as the Halogenated Cleaning Solvent Association) 
to concentrate on issues concerning specific segments of 
the industry. [] 

New palm oil 
plant announced 
Palmex Industries of Penang, Malaysia, expects a 500-ton- 
per-day palm kernel solvent extraction plant to come into 
operation during the second quarter 1981. The plant, 
handling pre-expelled palm kernels, is by Lurgi Umweh of 
West Germany and will provide Palmco Holdings the 
capacity to produce 70,000 tons of palm kernel oil and 
140,000 tons of palm kernel pellets annually . . . .  Oleofina, 
a Belgian fatty acid produeer, has been acquired totally by 
Petrofina S.A., a Belgian oil company . . . .  Bio-Post Inc., a 

supplier of general laboratory supplies, has been acquired 
by LKB Instruments. [] 

Gasohol program could 
affect the soybean industry 
A recently released private study by Experience Inc. and 
Data Resources Inc. predicts considerable adjustments in 
the agribusiness field as a result of a major corn-based 
gasohol program. The expansion of corn acreage needed to 
keep pace with a rapid growth in the use of fuel alcohol 
would result in crop switching and a significant increase in 
the price of corn, the report claims. 

Soybean crushers are among those expected to feel 
adverse effects from the Department of Energy program 
which aims to replace 10% of national gasoline consump- 
tion with alcohol by 1990. According to the study, soybean 
meal used to feed cattle and swine will be partly replaced 
by distiller grain, a coin alcohol by-product. [] 

Emery expands 
Emery Industries has anounced plans for a $50 million 
expansion of its fatty acid production facilities in Cincin- 
nati. The expansion is scheduled to be completed during 
1983. [3 
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 Inlernational  
World Food Day: 
Oct. 16, 1981 
The United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO) has designated Oct. 16, 1981, as "World Food Day" 
to focus attention on world hunger. 

Firms or persons interested in participating should 
contact, in the U.S., World Food Day, FAO Liaison Office 
for North America, ]~776 F St. NW, Washington, DC 
20437; and, in Canada, World Food Day Coordinator, 
Sir John Carling Bldg. Room 949, 930 Carling Ave., Ottawa, 
Ontario, KIA 0C5. [] 

Hydrogenation symposium in Italy 
A symposium on the hydrogenation of fats and oils, spon- 
sored by the "Societa Italiana per lo Studio delle Sostanze 

Grasse," was held Sept. 2%30, 1980, in Rimini, on Italy's 
Adriatic Coast. 

The conference, which was well attended by members of 
academia and industry in Italy, took as its twin themes the 
chemical aspect of oil hydrogenation and the nutritional 
value of hydrogenated products. 

Professor Enzo Fedeli, director of the society, sum- 
marized the themes, stressing the nutritional importance of 
polyunsaturated oils, such as soybean and sunflower, and 
the equal importance of hydrogenation to ensure the 
stability of such oils. 

Among those presenting papers were Timothy Mounts, 
of the Northern Regional Research Center in Peoria, who 
talked of selective hydrogenation, G. Gecchi, whose paper 
concerned hydrogenation machinery, J. Rietsch of ITERG, 
and R. Reiser of Texas A&M University, who produced 
similar results from their studies on the nutritional aspects 
of hydrogenation. [] 
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